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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain a stable discharge start of a CFL 
even in the dark by providing an auxiliary light source 
near a discharge electrode of the CFL. 

CONSTITUTION: A miniature electric bulb 1 is provided 
as an auxiliary light source near a discharge electrode 
2 of a cold cathode discharge tube (CFL) and the 
electric bulb 1 is lighted by impressing a DC voltage. 
Consequently, the CFL, which does not start discharge 
entirely or takes more than several seconds before a 
discharge start, instantly starts discharge. As the 
auxiliary light source, .a light source such as a light 
emitting diode excluding the miniature electric bulb 1 
can be used. Accordingly, a stable and instantaneous 
discharge start can be obtained even in the case where 
any factor to become a trigger for discharge start such 
as outer light can not be expected in the darkness. 
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